
Service of Worship
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 15, 2024 | 9 & 11 am

Grosse Pointe 
MeMorial ChurCh

‘A light by the lakeshore’

Order of Service for the Worship of God
GatherinG around the Word

*Please rise in body or in spirit.
Please remember to silence electronic devices.                                                                                                   

Prelude – Prelude on Veni Emmaneul                                                       Arr. Logan Hamilton      

*Call to WorshiP 

One:  Alleluia the Christ child comes, and we await his birth.

All:  Let us throw off our distractions, and allow the chaos to settle. 

One:  Let us watch for the signs, and listen to the messengers. 

All:  Let us stand on tiptoe, and shout aloud and sing. 

One:  Something new is emerging, Something new is being birthed. 

All:  Come, let us worship God! 

*oPeninG hyMn 88 – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                             Tune: Veni Emmanuel 
(see bulletin page 10)                               

*liGhtinG of advent Candle (Joy) 

One:  The days are ticking by and feelings of inadequacy tick up. Fear of not being 
  or doing enough bubbles up and squashes the Spirit of creativity, newness, 
  and joy. As we await Christ,  we pray for the uncontainable, irrepressible, and 
  explosive energy of divine joy.  

All:  We light the candle of joy. May its dancing flame tame our fear.  
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*advent resPonse 83 – Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                  Tune: Stuttgart

      All:  Born thy people to deliver,  
  born a child and yet a king,  
  born to reign in us forever,  
  now thy gracious kingdom bring.         

*Prayer of Confession 

Our prayer of confession is followed by a time for silent confession.

All:  Lord God, we praise you for sending light into this world. We confess that 
  we live as though the light had never defeated darkness. We confess that 
  we ignore the Savior you sent to be among us and to live in us. We’ve kept 
  the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season and do not yearn 
  for his coming each moment in our waiting hearts. Forgive us for not open- 
  ing our eyes to Jesus.  Prepare us for His return. Help us rejoice in the light 
  so that your grace can illuminate the darkened places of our hearts.  

*assuranCe of Pardon

One: Amen. May the God of peace cleanse you through and through.  The promise 
  is that our whole being—spirit, soul and body will be kept blameless at the 
  coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thess. 5:23) Rejoice, then, and give 
  thanks as we receive forgiveness and healing in Christ’s name. 

All:  Thanks be to God.                                      

*PassinG of the PeaCe 

One:  The peace of the Lord be with you.   

All:  And also with you. 

WelCoMe and announCeMents 

ProClaiMinG the Word

Prayer for illuMination

All:  Speak to us, Lord. Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, the hoping, 
  the longing, the sorrow, the sighing, the rejoicing. Speak to us by your 
  Word in these Advent days, and walk with us until the day of your coming. 
  Amen. 

old testaMent readinG – Isaiah 41: 17 – 20                                    (O.T. pages 629 – 630)                                         

After each reading:

One:  The Word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God!

Children’s Ministry song 188 – Jesus Loves Me                                    Tune: Jesus Loves Me 

Children’s tiMe (9 aM)

Children ages 4-grade 2 may depart for “Children’s Church” held in room 301 after the children’s 
sermon. At 10:05 am, volunteers will take children participating in Middle Hour to the 3rd floor: 
Pre-K-Kindergarten to room 302; Grades 1-2 to room 310; and Grades 3-4 to room 307. Parents/
caregivers can pick up children not participating in Middle Hour from room 301 immediately 
following the service. 

antheM – The Word was God                                                          Rosephanye Powell                                       

GosPel readinG – Matthew 1: 18 – 25                                                              (N.T. page 1)                                 

serMon – The Fear of Failure                                                                           Jeff Lincicome                   

resPondinG to the Word                                                                                                     

Prayers of the PeoPle and the lord’s Prayer 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  
  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the  
  power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

antheM and offerinG – A Hymn on the Nativity                                                Nico Muhly

*Presentation of the offering 606 – Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow           
                                                                                                                Tune: Old Hundredth

All:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
  Praise him, all creatures here below; 
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WelCoMe to GPMC

Grosse Pointe Memorial Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and one of 
its vibrant congregations. For 159  years, we have been a light by the lakeshore for Jesus Christ, 
through our worship, education, outreach, and community life. We give thanks to God that 
you joined us today and we pray you will receive a sense of God’s loving Spirit from your time 
with us. No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Our Mission and Vision Statement: Sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked as Christ’s own 
forever, we are called and committed to living out our love for God. Through worship, study 
and service, we strive to continue God’s transforming work by worshiping God joyfully, 
welcoming others graciously, supporting one another  lovingly, and faithfully responding to 
our community and world with compassion.   

Inclusion Statement: As a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA), GPMC is an inclusive 
community of faith, welcoming people of all races, gender identities, and sexual orientation, 
believing that God gifts and calls everyone into beloved service and community with God 
and others.

Leading and Assisting in Worship: Jeff Lincicome, Heather Thum - Gerber, Carol Marks, 
liturgists; Matt Bejin (9 am), Tim Butler (11 am), lay readers; the Costello family (9 am), 
Deborah and Stephen D’Arcy (11 am), Advent candle lighters; Logan Hamilton,  Minister of  
Music and Organist; the Sanctuary Choir.

Advent Sermon Series: Facing Our Fears.  It is said that the phrase “Do not be afraid” is 
the most often quoted phrase in all the Bible. Clearly God was on to us since we spend 
much of our earthly life living with the aching knowledge that life will bring challenge, 
uncertainty and fear.  It shouldn’t surprise us then that facing our fears is also a common 
theme in the Advent story, as God invites the players in this cosmic drama to look at their 
fears square in the face and be changes.  Join us in worship as we take a look at these 
“Fear not!” passages in the Advent story as we learn to face the fears that haunt us today.

The Birth Rose is for Clark Kenneth Elston, born November 30, 2024 to Allison and Scott 
Elston.  Clark’s grandparents are Lori and Jim Everett.

Flowers in the Sanctuary are funded by our members in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. If interested in dedicating flowers, please contact Nancy Eckert at 313.418.6380 or 
nancy.k.eckert@gmail.com.

  Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

  takinG the Word into the World

*ClosinG hyMn 610 – O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                  Tune: Azmon
(see bulletin page 11)                                                                      

*BenediCtion

Postlude – Toccata on Veni Emmanuel                                                    Arr. Logan Hamilton                                                          

This Morning’s Music: Looks at the Word Incarnate and the glory of the promises fulfilled. 
The anthem by American composer Rosephanyne Powell (b. 1962) is composed with 
tremendous rhythmic force. The separate parts interlock to create a weaving effect, expressing 
a sense of controlled chaos. This creates the kind of energy that the gospel of John opens 
with that points towards the word incarnate that is Christ.  

The offertory is a work by another American composer, Nico Muhly (b. 1981) that is set to a 
16th century poem by Ben Jonson. Here, the poem recalls Christ’s birth in a sentimental light 
that points towards the fulfilment of the Word that is done on behalf of human life. Muhly 
uses a sense of tonal ambiguity and driving urgency in the first half of the poem to thrill 
listeners as the poem speaks of how the shepherds were frightened when they were greeted by 
the heavenly hosts. In contrast, the second portion of the piece uses longer melodic phrases 
and ostinatos to show the gravity of Christ’s peaceful birth, and the atonement of sin that 
make the listeners of the poem “Heirs of Glory.”  

Copyright Acknowledgments: The following are used with permission, OneLicense.net License No. 
718520.  All rights reserved.  Call to Worship written by Christine Sine. Prayer of Confession 
adapted from the Worship Sourcebook, by Jamie Barnes for the Sojourn Community Church in 
Louisville, KY. Prayer for Illumination written by Rev. Andy James, First Presbyterian Church of 
Whitestone, New York.
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Hearing assistance system in the Sanctuary: These devices, pieces and lanyards are on the 
credenza towards the front of the Sanctuary.  If you have any questions, please see one of the 
ushers.

Infant and toddler room is available in room 112 during the service should you prefer to 
leave your child with our wonderful caregivers.

Worship kits for children to use during worship are in blue bags located at each of the 
entrances. 

What’s haPPeninG today at GPMC? 

9:00  am  Worship Service   Sanctuary & Livestreamed         
10:10 am             Sunday School                                     Third Floor
10:10 am             Youth Middle Hour              Third Floor 
10:10 am             Adult Middle Hour              Barbour Chapel 
11:00 am             Worship Service              Sanctuary
3:00 pm             Advent Songfest              Sanctuary                                            
4:30 pm             Songfest Reception                         Fellowship Hall
5:00 pm             Worship Service              Barbour Chapel

Chrismon ornaments have been part of various Reformed churches since the 1950s and rep-
resent the symbols of our faith.  During Middle Hour today and on December  22 you will 
have the opportunity to not only learn the meaning of these symbols but make an ornament 
to take home for your Christmas tree as a reminder of our rich tradition and faith! 

Prayer requests

Praying for one another is an important and loving gift. The staff of GPMC meets every Tuesday 
morning and offers prayers for members of the congregation. If you would like to add a person to our 
prayers or on the prayer list in the Sunday bulletin, please call Carol Marks 313.882.5330 ex. 127 or 
email her at cmarks@gpmchurch.org. May God continue to surround you with love and care.

Grosse Pointe Memorial Church is a Stephen Ministry congregation.

Recent Prayer Requests for: Lori Conway (Jim Conway’s sister-in-law), Jane Dow, Gwen 
Dunlap (Karen and Wayne Pratt’s sister), Susan Feldman (Carol Kristan’s cousin), Julie 
Harrison (Jennifer Cauvel’s cousin), Rachel Howard (Cheryl Littleton’s friend’s daughter), 
Steve Lundberg (Jim Conway’s brother), Betsy Maitland, Julie Meek (Marilyn Doyal’s sister), 
Peggy Sargent (Phyllis Brewster’s sister), Dr. Alan Roger Shepherd (Ken Shepherd’s brother), 
Allison and Zach Thorton. 

Continued Prayers for: Ron Dollette, Lisa Gandelot, Stephanie Kornblum (Sue Vititoe’s 
daughter), Stacie Longo (Janie Burkey’s daughter), Michael Meda.  

Protection and Strength for Our Loved Ones in the Military:  Alec Doyal, Special Forces, 
U.S. Air Force (Marilyn and Guy Doyal’s grandson).

Tom Carver, Ken Carver’s brother, died on December 8, 2024.  A funeral service will be 
held on December 16th in Ashland, Ohio.  Please pray for Tom’s wife, Debi, their children, 
Gabby and Trey, his parents, William and Ethel Carver, and Ken, Jen, Allie, Annabelle, and 
Adelynn Carver.

Help GPMC shine bright and share the light by making your 2025 
pledge. Scan the QR code, visit https://gpmchurch.org/pledge-
form/, call the church office at 313.882.5330, or return your pledge 
envelope either in person or via mail.  Thank you for helping us be 
a light by the lakeshore.



8 9

This Week at GPMC

Monday, December 16

Preacher’s Workshop, 10 – 11 am (2nd Floor Lounge) 
Boy Scouts Court of Honor, 7  – 8:30 pm (Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall)

Tuesday, December 17

Women’s Bible Study, 7 – 8 am (Room 215)
Yoga, 10 – 11 am & 6 – 7 pm (Room 322)   
Al-Anon, 6:30 – 8 pm (Library)
AA, 7 – 8 pm (Room 209) 
Longest Night Worship Service, 7 – 8 pm (Barbour Chapel)

Wednesday, December 18

Men’s Bible Study,  7 – 8 am (2nd Floor Lounge)
AA,  8:15 – 9:30 am (Room 209)

Thursday, December 19

Women’s Connection, 9 – 10 am (Second Floor Lounge)  
Yoga, 10 – 11 am (Room 322) & 6 – 7 pm (Fellowship Hall) 
Handbell Rehearsal, 6:15 – 7 pm (Room 326)  
Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 – 9:15 pm (Choir Room)    

Friday, December 20

Ecumenical Men’s Breakfast  8 – 9 am (Fellowship Hall) 
Unpack the Truck, 8:30 – 10:30 am (Offsite) 
Free Food Fridays, 9 – 11 am (Offsite) 
Al-Anon, 6:30 – 8 pm (Library) 
AA, 7 – 8 pm (Room 209)

Saturday, December 21

Men’s Bible Study, 8 – 9 am (Offsite) 
Parish Life Caroling Event, 1 – 4 pm (Fellowship Hall and Offsite)

Sunday, December 22

Worship Services, *9 &11 am (Sanctuary & *Livestreamed), 5 pm (Barbour Chapel)
Children’s Sunday School & Youth Middle Hour, 10:10 – 10:50 am (Third Floor)
Adult Middle Hour, 10:10 – 10:50 am (Barbour Chapel)

*Please note this list is subject to change. For the most up–to–date calendar, visit gpmchurch.org.

Worship Notes/Reflections
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

88

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Latin prose, pre-9th cent.; trans. composite
MUSIC: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1852; arr. John Weaver, 1988
Music Arr. © 1990 John Weaver

VENI EMMANUEL
LM with refrain

These titles of the coming Christ appeared in daily Vesper antiphons sung during the week before Christmas;
their roots date at least to the reign of Charlemagne. Both text and tune are the fruit of 19th-century efforts to
reclaim Christian treasures from pre-Reformation sources.

5   O come, thou Key of David, come,
     and open wide our heavenly home;
     make safe the way that leads on high,
     and close the path to misery.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

6   O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
     our spirits by thine advent here;
     disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
     and deathÕs dark shadows put to ßight.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

7   O come, Desire of nations, bind
     all peoples in one heart and mind;
     bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
     Þll the whole world with heavenÕs peace.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

One stanza of this paraphrase of the great O Antiphons may be sung on each of the last days of Advent as follows:

Dec. 20:  O Key of David (5)
Dec. 21:  O Dayspring (6)
Dec. 22:  O Desire of Nations (7)

Dec. 23:  O Emmanuel (1)Dec. 17:  O Wisdom (2)
Dec. 18:  O Lord of might (3)
Dec. 19:  O Root of Jesse (4)
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O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
ADORATION

610

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.; Spanish trans. Federico J. Pagura;
    Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee, 2001
MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Gläser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839
Spanish Trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company) 
Korean Trans. © 2001 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)

AZMON
CM

This text comes from an eighteen-stanza hymn the author wrote to mark the Þrst anniversary of his life-
changing conversion experience. It is now customarily the Þrst hymn in Methodist hymnals worldwide. This
tune, adapted from a German composer, is the usual North American setting.

SPANISH
1    Mil voces para celebrar
      a mi Libertador,
      las glorias de su majestad,
      los triunfos de su amor.

만	 입이	 내게	 있으면	 
그	 입	 다	 가지고	 
내	 구주	 	 주신	 은총을
늘	 찬송하겠네	 

KOREAN                                                                 
1

6/22/13
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Grosse Pointe MeMorial ChurCh

‘A light by the lakeshore’

16 Lake Shore Drive
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
gpmchurch.org · 313.882.5330

Office Hours
8:30 am – 4:30 pm, Monday – Thursday
8:30 am – 3:00 pm, Friday

Connect with us

Grosse Pointe Memorial Church
@GPMCNews
#gpmchurch

Wi–Fi Access
Network in Sanctuary: gpmchurch
Password: bibles@gpmchurch

Network on Trinity Terrace: GPMC–Guest
Password: GPMC123#

Please email lcameron@gpmchurch.org to 
receive weekly eNews.

Giving at GPMC

Scan the QR code, visit 
bit.ly/GPMC-GiveNow, 
or text “GPMC” to 73256. 

staff at Grosse Pointe MeMorial ChurCh

The Reverend Dr. Jeff Lincicome
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Heather Thum - Gerber 
Associate Pastor

Dan Aggas
Head Sexton

Dave Buckler
GPMC Treasurer

Marie Calcaterra
Director of Mornings at Memorial

Lindsay Cameron
Director of Communications

Susan Griffin
Director of Accounting

Logan Hamilton
Minister of Music and Organist

Donna Hartzell
Executive Assistant and Volunteer Coordinator

Tena Harwick
Assistant Accounting Manager

Julie Huellmantel
Director of Outreach Ministries

Annie Joines Prentice
Director of Children’s Ministries

Carol Beltz Marks
Director of Pastoral Ministries

Margaret Mollison
Director of Youth Ministries

The Reverend Susan Mozena
Parish Associate

Rory Powell
Handbell Choir Director

Dan Ryan
Building Engineer

Joe Warnez
Sexton

Eric Whitmer
Resident Carillonist

Carol Ambrogio Wood
Admin. Assistant for Membership & Christian Education


